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London, UK, In the week that it has been confirmed just 3 trusts out of 121 in England are 

treating cancer patients quickly enough - within 62 days - with experts warning delays could be 

putting lives at risk, a woman with aggressive stage 3 breast cancer has served a letter before 

claim on the Ministry of Justice, Sodexo Ltd (private contractor for HMP Bronzefield) and 

CentralNorth West London NHS Foundation Trust for failing to take her to hospital to allow 

treatment for radiotherapy and chemotherapy.  

A devastating humanitarian crisis is unfolding inside England’s women’s prisons. Women with 

cancer are being denied life-saving treatment, their applications for compassionate release 

ignored, and their health rights systematically violated. Farah’s case, a 59-year-old woman with 

aggressive stage 3 HER2-positive breast cancer, has become emblematic of a wider pattern of 

institutional neglect, medical cruelty, and judicial indifference. 

The Feminist Justice Coalition has submitted multiple applications for early release under 

compassionate grounds, citing Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), 

which prohibits inhuman or degrading treatment on behalf of Farah. Despite clear medical 

evidence that her condition is irreversible and that prison healthcare has failed to provide 

adequate treatment, her applications have been ignored or obstructed by the Ministry of 

Justice and its contractors (Sodexo Ltd & CNWL NHS Foundation Trust), the Governor of HMP 

Eastwood Park, Zoe Short, and the Public Protection Casework Section (PPCS).  

The letter before claim served this morning on the Ministry of Justice et al, cites breaches of her 

Article 3 Rights under ECHR for its failure to contract adequate healthcare services, causing her 

to miss 16 months of essential appointments  

Now, The Feminist Justice Coalition is launching a GoFundMe campaign to privately fund Farah’s 

cancer treatment, as the NHS has refused to cover the costs. Alongside this, the coalition is 

initiating a petition to Parliament demanding a debate on the plight of women in the criminal 

justice system who are suffering from cancer. 

https://gofund.me/6cdc75271 

Link to Petition…. 

A System Designed to Fail Women 

https://gofund.me/6cdc75271


Farah’s case is not an isolated incident. Her medical records show she missed the window for 

chemotherapy and radiotherapy due to repeated failures by prison staff and healthcare 

providers. She was denied access to 22 hospital appointments, refused a care plan, and 

subjected to degrading conditions including lack of pain medication and inadequate diet. The 

prison service and CNWL NHS Foundation Trust refused to put the 24hr hospital emergency 

number on her list of approved telephone numbers. 

In Dr James Hard MBBS FRCGP’s report of 2 April 2024 based on over 17 years of experience 

working clinically in a variety of prisons, including HMP Eastwood Park women’s prison for 5 

years, and having worked as an expert witness for over 13 years, he predicted and warned the 

court that the impending treatment for Farah’s diagnosed aggressive left breast cancer 

treatment was highly likely to be disrupted by her continued remand in HMP & YOI Bronzefield. 

He said that delays to her imminent surgery and subsequently to her post-operative treatment 

were going to result in a less favourable outcome than if she were not remanded in custody and 

ultimately be likely to result in an overall poorer prognosis and reduced life expectancy if 

interrupted at this time. This acknowledges that there is no parity between prison healthcare 

and cancer treatment available in the community. 

Her oncologist, Mr. Betal of University College London Hospitals (UCLH), confirmed that the 

cancer had spread to her lymph nodes and was incurable without immediate treatment. Yet the 

prison system continues to obstruct her access to Phesgo, an experimental monoclonal 

antibody therapy that could extend her life. The NHS has refused to fund it, and the prison has 

failed to facilitate its administration. 

Farah’s legal team has filed an Article 3 claim against Sodexo Limited, CNWL NHS Foundation 

Trust and the Ministry of Justice. Her case is supported by extensive medical evidence, including 

reports from oncologists and forensic psychiatrists, and by precedents in domestic and 

European human rights law. 

Judicial Indifference and Sentencing Failures 

At sentencing, Judge Joanna Greenberg KC acknowledged Ms. Damji’s cancer diagnosis but 

refused to consider her complex mental health conditions—despite corroborating evidence 

from over 400 pages of prison medical records and forensic reports by Dr. Gauruv Malhan. The 

judge dismissed these conditions as “self-reported,” ignoring expert testimony from Dr. Gauruv 

Malhan and Graham Rogers. 

This failure to apply mitigation for serious health conditions violates sentencing guidelines and 

established case law. In R v Birch [2018], the Court of Appeal held that serious physical illness 

must be considered a powerful mitigating factor. In R v Daniel Patrick Roque Hall [2013], the 



court allowed a terminally ill prisoner to serve his sentence at home, recognizing that continued 

detention would breach Article 3. 

Farah’s appeal on sentence is now being pursued by James Marsland of 5 Paper Buildings 

instructed by Julian Hardy of Brooklyn Law and supported by The Feminist Justice Coalition. 

Quote from Julian…. 

Women Are Dying in Custody 

Farah’s case is tragically echoed by other women who have died in custody due to systemic and 

institutional medical negligence and indifference by the Ministry of Justice and its officials. 

Farah’s legal team are considering how to make individuals responsible within the Ministry of 

Justice under the government’s proposed new law embedding  Duty of Candour and 

transparency by officials at all times Too many women are dying and too many “lessons are 

learned” but nothing gets done: 

●​ Khadija Sennai, a mother and a woman betrayed by every institution meant to protect 

her. Diagnosed with Stage 4 stomach cancer, Khadija endured months of neglect, 

indifference, and cruelty while imprisoned at HMP Bronzefield. Her repeated cries for 

help went unanswered—from hospitals that dismissed her symptoms, to a prison system 

that denied her proper nutrition, dignity and essential care. The PPO (Prison & Probation 

Ombudsman) has refused to investigate her death, citing because she died more than 2 

weeks after leaving prison. 

●​ Kayleigh Melhuish, an autistic woman, died at HMP Eastwood Park. A jury in the 

Coroner’s Court found that neglect contributed to her self-inflicted death (October 

2024). 

●​ Ann-Marie Roberts died in the same prison. Her family condemned the lack of 

accountability (February 2024). 

●​ Amy Cross died, the same prison again. After arriving at HMP Eastwood Park at 3:45pm 

on 10 June 2023, Amy, whose opiate and alcohol withdrawal symptoms had been 

confirmed, was not seen by a GP and paramedic via video consultation until 4:52pm. 

Although methadone and diazepam were prescribed, the medication was not 

administered. Amy was found unresponsive at 6:43pm and eventually pronounced dead 

at 7:47pm. The coroner warned that similar deaths may occur without intervention. 

●​ Aisha Cleary an 18 year old teenager gave birth alone in her cell at HMP Bronzefield, 

having cried for help for hours, when she finally gave birth she had to bite through the 

umbilical cord with her teeth and when eventually she returned from hospital she was 



forced to clean the blood and placenta from the cell floor, as result her baby died. The 

inquest revealed systemic failures (July 2023). 

●​ Serena Nicolle died at HMP Bronzefield. She was admitted to the hospital wing in severe 

distress with serious physical and mental health issues. Her inquest found that the stress 

of her 3.5-day incarceration contributed to her death (April 2021). Despite her 

vulnerability, she was not regularly monitored. Last seen alive at 12:40pm, she was 

found unresponsive at 4:11pm, after which Staff mistakenly believed she was breathing 

until the cell was opened at 4:35pm, when CPR was attempted, but failed. 

●​ Fran Geary, recently released from HMP Eastwood Park, forced to have a mastectomy 

without being shown any medical records, she was denied her most basic health rights 

to choose her care and treatment pathways and missed her chemotherapy window due 

to prison delays. This will seriously impact her prognosis and survivorship. 

These cases reveal a pattern of systemic abuse, medical neglect, and institutional cruelty. 

Women are being punished not just with incarceration, but with the denial of their right to 

life-saving healthcare. 

A Legal and Moral Crisis 

The European Court of Human Rights has repeatedly affirmed that states have a positive 

obligation to ensure that prisoners receive adequate medical care. In Kudla v Poland (2000), the 

court held that denial of essential treatment constitutes a breach of Article 3. In Mouisel v 

France (2002), it ruled that incarceration must not aggravate suffering beyond what is inherent 

in lawful punishment. 

Yet in Britain, these principles are being ignored. The Ministry of Justice’s own ERCG Policy 

Framework mandates referral to PPCS when adequate care cannot be provided in custody. But 

in Farah’s case, and many others, these safeguards are being bypassed or actively obstructed. 

Call to Action 

The Feminist Justice Coalition is calling on international media, human rights organizations, and 

policymakers to: 

●​ Amplify the voices of women in prison who are being denied healthcare. 

●​ Support the GoFundMe campaign to fund Farah’s cancer treatment. 

https://gofund.me/6cdc75271 

●​ Sign and share the petition to Parliament demanding a debate on healthcare in 

women’s prisons. 



Link to petition.. 

●​ Hold the Ministry of Justice and prison governors accountable for systemic failures and 

human rights violations. 

●​ Demand transparency and reform in prison healthcare systems, including independent 

oversight and enforcement of medical standards. 

 

Quotes for publication 

 

Christine Foster, Advocate, said: 

“The legal principles are clear. Continued detention of a seriously ill prisoner without access to 

treatment is unlawful. The refusal to consider compassionate release in Farah’s case is not just a 

legal failure—it’s a moral one.” 

Holly Bright, Forensic Mental Health Specialist said: 

“It’s been devastating to watch a dear friend and colleague fight a broken and dangerous system 

and a serious cancer diagnosis. Prison healthcare contracts are worth over £750 million per 

year, so why can’t women access essential cancer treatment in prison? This shameful 

government has no cancer plan at all, let alone one for women in prison. Shame on Wes 

Streeting and Kier Starmer, both have suffered recent experiences with cancer personally and in 

their family, but our pleas for help are falling on deaf ears.” 

Conclusion 

England’s criminal justice system is failing its most vulnerable women. The denial of cancer 

treatment, the refusal to consider compassionate release, and the systemic neglect of mental 

health are not isolated errors—they are part of a broader pattern of institutional violence. 

Farah’s case is a wake-up call. It demands action, accountability, and justice. The world is 

watching. And the women inside Britain’s prisons are waiting, for care, for compassion and for 

change. 

 

Editors Notes 

The Feminist Justice Coalition is a groundbreaking human rights initiative connecting 

incarcerated women with dedicated PhD law students, supervised by experienced barristers and 



legal scholars. Together, we work on appeals, complaints, and strategic litigation to address 

miscarriages of justice and systemic abuse within the prison system. 
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1nWk09wtag7cUmTz98fiVBhpv6dWESwOJ?usp=sharing

